TAYLOR COMMUNITY LIBRARY
HOW TO USE THE

SEED
LIBRARY

Free seeds
available to
help you
kickstart your
own garden
12303 Pardee Road
Taylor, MI 48180
734-287-4840
www.CityofTaylor.com/Library
Mon-Thurs 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Fri-Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sundays* 1 p.m.-5 p.m.
*Closed Sundays Memorial Day - Labor Day

Plan for seed saving
Start with easy crops like peas, beans,
lettuce, and tomatoes.

HOW IT WORKS
Select your seeds
from the library's
collection
The library has a number
of seed packets available
for individuals to take and
use in their own garden.
The majority of our
collection consists of
edible plants.

Plant your seeds
and help them grow
If you need help making
the most of your garden,
library staff is here to help
you find the information
you need. We can direct
you to the right resources.

Collect seeds from
your plants at the
end of the growing
season
To help the collection
remain sustainable, we
ask that participants let a
few of their plants go to
seed so they can collect
them afterward. Once you
have collected and dried
your seeds, bring them
back with you to the
library, and we will
package your donation
and add it to the collection
for the rest of the
community to use and
enjoy.

Grow enough plants
Some crops have a hard time producing
seeds when too few plants are around.

Put a little space
between varieties
In order to produce seeds that are trueto-type, a little garden intervention is
needed to prevent unwanted cross
pollination between different varieties of
the same species.

Know when your seeds
are mature
For crops that produce wet fruits, like
eggplant, cucumber, and summer
squash, seed savers need to leave a
few fruits to fully mature in the garden
when they want to save seeds. Dry
fruited crops, like grains, lettuce, and
beans, can be removed from the plant
once seeds are dry and hard.

Know how to harvest seeds
Collecting seeds from dry fruited crops,
can be as simple as going out to the
garden, handpicking a few mature
seedpods, and bringing them into the
house for further drying and cleaning.
Fruits from wet fruited crops must be
picked when their seeds are mature.
The harvested fruits are either crushed
or cut open, and the seeds are
extracted from the flesh and pulp before
the seeds are dried.

